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Image and Likeness 
 

BY DAVID B. GO 
 

The beauty of the natural world is stunning. Stunning in its vastness, from the oceans, 
mountains, and canyons on earth to the stars in the sky. Stunning in its strength, from the 
rushing waters of massive waterfalls to the destructive force of fires and storms. Stunning 
in its delight in the smallest and most fragile insect, animal, and plant. And stunning in the 
peace it brings and the calm it bears. We feel nature. We breathe nature. It consumes us, 
and we find it wondrous and captivating and magical and mystical. Nature conjures a sense 
of something beyond our reach, beyond our understanding, and beyond our world; a sense 
of the Divine. But so do we; so does humankind – we also have the power to bring forth a 
beauty that mesmerizes in its vastness, strength, fragility, and calm.  
  
In the Judeo-Christian tradition, it is believed that humankind is made in the image and 
likeness of God. And that same tradition reveals God to be many things – loving, angry, 
merciful, vengeful, nurturing, and always powerful. But in the simplest sense, God is one 
thing: Creator. Creator of the universe, of the land and the seas, of the infinity that is 
space and of the finite that is life. And being in God’s image and likeness built marvels like 
the Eiffel Tower, the skyscrapers of New York City, or the Great Pyramids, we can be 
overcome by their immensity and limitlessness. When we use technologies like airplanes 
and computers, we experience firsthand how we can tame nature. And when we see images 
of war and conflict, we can be overwhelmed by how we create destruction. 
  
And if humankind has this immeasurable ability to construct and create, from where did 
we get such power? Whence are we able to see something beyond our world that does not 
exist, and bring it to existence? Why can we envision what is beyond our reach and express 
it in art and literature and music and speech?  
  
It is in our ability to create that we can not only imagine the Divine, but find truth in the 
Divine. It is in the creation by the hands and minds of humankind over centuries and 
millennia, that I find awe. And in this awe, I find God.  

	 

 


