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Pick Your Champion
SPENCER A. KLAVAN, Ph.D.

You already believe in a god. The question is, which one? For a while it was much in vogue
to maintain that as a new age of enlightenment dawned, science and reason would replace
religion. This has not exactly panned out.

“Christianity will go,” said John Lennon in 1966 at the height of The Beatles’ celebrity. “It will

vanish and shrink.”1 He was only repeating a prediction that knowing sophisticates had been
making for some time. The mathematician and popular philosopher Bertrand Russell, in his
1927 essay "Why I Am Not a Christian,” wrote that “religion is based, I think, primarily and
mainly upon fear.” Thankfully “in this world we can now begin a little to understand things,
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and a little to master them by the help of science.”

By the turn of the 21st century, the momentum seemed to be with the “"New Atheists.”
Richard Dawkins’s The God Delusion (2006), Christopher Hitchens’ God is Not Great (2007)
and Victor Stenger’s God: The Failed Hypothesis (2007) gave the impression that faith would
surely wane among right-thinking people and that humanist decency would replace it.

The opposite has happened. We can’t stop worshiping; we have only turned from worshiping
the God of our ancestors to serving other powers like the state, the environment, and the
scientific establishment. The reign of these counterfeit gods and their priests has been a
disaster for the human race. It has produced not only the ruinous violence of Communist
regimes the world over, but also the slavish devotion to politics that sets brother against
brother in the streets.

When AI engineers talk of “building gods” and masked congregations intone oaths of
allegiance to “truth, restoration, and equity,” it's no longer even remotely plausible to
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suppose that secular culture makes people smarter, gentler, or more independent. It's clear
instead that every person alive is always, without exception, devoted to some ultimate
purpose. It’s only a question of which.

The notion of a higher power isn’t merely a convenient fiction, as intellectual entertainers like
Yuval Harari claim. It's an inherent aspect of being human. You can’t help aiming toward
some goal any more than you can stop your toenails from growing: We do things because
we want things, whether it's drinking coffee to wake up or making love to create a family. If
you don’t pick a trajectory, your actions will create one for you by default. Even just lying in
bed for days on end will set you on a path to becoming fat and depressed.

At the end of whatever path you choose there is a destination. You can pick an artificial one
like fame or comfort or power. Or you can reason that since purpose is natural to us, we also
have a natural purpose — a highest good toward which we were meant to aim. This is much
the same as saying that we were created by a God who loves us, and whom we should love.
No other candidate deserves the honor.
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