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Moral Law Demonstrates God’s Existence 
 

MICHAEL R. EGNOR M.D. 
 
For many years my love of science hindered my conversion from atheism to belief in God. 
Yet my faith in science left me with a haunting feeling that I couldn’t explain where I really 
came from or why I was alive, and I couldn’t shake the conviction that I needed to know 
truths that science couldn’t provide, especially after a loved one had a miraculous recovery 
that my knowledge of medicine couldn’t explain.  
  
I began to read the work of skeptics of ‘consensus science’ — intelligent design advocates 
like William Dembski, Mike Behe, and Stephen Meyer — and I saw that the science of our 
origins wasn’t so settled. I grew fascinated by the rational evidence for God’s existence. 
That evidence pointed to a Mind at the source of nature. I studied the proofs for the 
existence of God — Aquinas’ Five Ways, the Augustinian proof, the Rationalist proof, and 
more. I found that they gave compelling rational frameworks for my belief. But one proof 
in particular fascinated me. Unlike these subtle and complicated proofs of ancient 
theologians, it was simple but sublime.  
  
Where do universal moral laws come from? You and I and every human being on earth 
(with very rare and pathological exceptions) have an intuitive sense of right and wrong. 
This moral sense is essential to our humanity. Of course, our moral sense isn’t perfect, and 
goodness knows that we transgress the Moral Law on a regular basis — but we know 
intuitively when we transgress it.  
  
Moral Law is, by its nature, objective, meaning that it is something that arises from outside 
of us. We discover Moral Law, we don’t invent it. We know it’s wrong to torture people or 
to kill innocents or to steal from the poor, and the wrongness isn’t just a matter of personal 
taste. There are things that are wrong intrinsically, and not even a human consensus to 
the contrary could make them right.  
  
But Moral Law is still a judgment, not a material thing or a law of physics. It’s an opinion, 
but it’s an opinion that we discover, not one that we merely invent. But if it’s not just a 
human opinion, whose opinion is it? No one human or group of humans authored our 
universal conscience, and virtually every human struggles with it, contests it, tries to evade 
it. Yet Moral Law is orderly, abstract, and clearly the product of an intellect.  
  
The answer is that Moral Law originates outside and above the sphere of humanity, though 
it operates within us. Moral Law is God’s will, written on our hearts. We experience it 
constantly in our most intimate thoughts. Every moral act, every comforting gesture, kind 
word, and helping hand, is God with us, even closer to us than we are to ourselves.  
  
Moral Law is the most sublime proof of God’s existence, whispering at every moment in 
every human heart.  
 


